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Reconstruction of Stonehenge Showing the Temple, the 
“Cursus” or Race Course, the Avenues and the Probable Lo- 
cation of the Pool Where Goods Were Carried to Market 
Druid Sacrifices—Milder Than Those Within the 

‘cle of Great Stones—Were Made. The Tumuli, 


The One Place Where the 


Prehistoric Britishers 
Could Have Their 
Games and Carry 
on Trade Without 
Danger of Getting 
Their Heads 
_ Cracked by a 
Stone Axe 


ts English Office of Works, which 


has been restoring the ancient 

stone circles of Stonehenge under 
the direction of distinguished archeolo- 
gists, has just discovered there a race 
course, the remains of an immense public 
market, traces of a deep pool and an 
ancient road running over the plains to 
the temple. 

By these discoveries the mystery of 
the cluster of colossal stones put. in 
place thousands of years ago during the 
Stone Age on Salisbury Plain, England, 
has at last been solved. 

Stonehenge was the one place in Eng- 
land where the tribes could meet, hold 
their sports and trade with each other 
for useful goods and ornaments without 
any danger of having their heads cracked 
open with stone axes.’ The moment the 
character of the racecourse—which is a 
quite modern looking long oval with an 
“island” at one end around which the 
chariots turned, and banked-up places at 
each end for spectators—was recog- 
nized and the remains of the old market 
were found, everything became exceed- 
ingly plain. ; 

We know that back in those old dim 
days places of worship or tenfples had 
their peculiar rules. It was a raw, rude 
time, when disputes were usually settled 
by the ancient equivalents of automatic or 
knife. Obviously it did a temple no good 
to have the worshippers killing each other 
all over the place, so the priests reserved 
for themselves the right of slaughter in 
the limits of the place of worship. 

When the faithful caivatigh: there- 
fore, they left their weapons at the gate. 
Tt was, indeed, just like when in our own 
old frontier days certain dance halla and 
other places of amusement insisted upon 
patrons leaving their pistols with the 


doorkeeper. 
, was it at Stoneh . 
‘in-clad folk 
their stone 


to the servi they check 
axes, bows and stone-tipped arrows and 


not only 
were the old priests good, able-bodied 
citizens, but they had, the 
authority of the gods behind their 
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simple process of 
had it over the 
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Stonehenge a man either had to buy or 


leave it 


Steadily the public market 


Ww. around the great stone temple. 
sports. 


en came es and 
All of this the 
Without doubt they 
profits for the secu: 


priests 


encouraged. 
their share of the 
teed. 


had also been an astrological ob- 
servatory. On the longest day in 
the year, the Summer solstice, 
the rising sun struck first a eur- 
jous stone called the “Hele” 
stone, and then fell along the 
axis of the temple upon the 
“Slaughter Stone,” used as an 
altar for human sacrifice. 

shadows cast by two 

stones, now called “Solstice 
Stones,” were used to verify the 
astronomical calculations of the 
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tity previous to the coming of 
ithen builders, 


idéas is a modern innovation. In pre- 
historic days.the business man was sub- 
ject to more open methods of robbery 
than to-day. Negotiations were apt to 
terminate suddenly owing to the stronger 
man‘ reaching for his club. 

“But prehistoric folk extended to their 
temple that respect which is now com- 
monly paid to the law courts. They were 
as anxious to avoid conflict with their 
priests as the modern merchant it to steer 
clear of lawyers. Why, then, should it 
be surprising that they should conduct 
their bartering under the protective aegis 
of the temple, where bloodshed was 
taboo unless conducted by the holy men 
themselves? 

“The double antiquity of Stonehenge 
is in itself strong ground for expecting 
traces of prehistoric commercial activity. 


Since the ‘Foreign Stones’ indicate sanc- 
the trili- 


urally vitate to Stonehenge, 
with lia revival of trade with | 
tribes alread: med 


or Little Hillocks, Around the Race Course and 
About the Temple Were Probably Mounds 
Raised for Still Unknown Religious Purposes. 
They May Have Been Graves of Chief- 


apparently stood at a higher level. If so, 
the lowlying ground to the southeast of 
Stonehenge must have formed a back- 
water sufficiently deep for the navigation 
of ra: Facilities fer the transport of 
goods by water were welcome in times 
when roads were practically, non-existent. 
Piecing together all this evidence, we 
can hardly avoid the conclusion that 
Stonehenge was the Royal Exchange of 
its da; 

The real antiquity of Stonvhenge is, of 
course, unknown. The Druids, the priests 
of the early Britons, used it for the pur- 
poses told here at least 2000 years B. C. 
These were the ones who reared the 


trilithons, 
» But the “Fore Stones” were in 
lace long before the days of the Druids. 
ley were probably there by a 
colony of Africans-—not, however 
ere are records of 
powerful Neolithic, or Stone Age, mari- 
time power which before history 
estab! colonies thro it the then 
Fa a gg Up te eet jitehouse, of 
lew the inguished Egyptolo- 
has called attention to the evidence 
records of a great maritim> 
nation, established to the west of the 
ae threatened Egypt's supremac, 
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Copyrighted by The _ Illustrated 


London News.) 


Workmen Repairing with Modern 
Derricks the Fallen Stones of 
the Once Mysterious 
Temple of Stonehenge. 


it was the work of the forgotten African 
race. 

It is also reasonable to believe that the 
older part of Stonehenge is the creation 
of the same people, since both works be- 
long to an advanced period of the Stone 
Age, with similar,characteristics of rough 
grandeur. The discovery of a temple 
west of the Nile of similar workmanship 
to Stonehenge strengthens the theory 
that this maritime power, whose exist- 
ence has been forgotten, covered Europe 
with their stone monuments, ' 

That many dreadful scenes went on in 
ancient days within the great circle is 
certain. If those who thronged to Stone- 
henge on the days of the races and the 
markets were safe so far as their worldly 
enemies were concerned, there were 
scores of miserable wretches who looked 
forward to those same days with horror. 

These were the humah sacrifices, and 
beyond the outer circles of stones the 
scientists found a circle of deep pits 
es, evid a 
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